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Airfarewatchdog.com, the source for hot airfare deals,
has expanded into the hotel market with Hotelwatch-
dog, airfarewatchdog.com/hotels. It’s a hotel search
engine that gives you a Top 20 list of hotels based on
price, TripAdvisor ratings, and key attractions, restau-
rants and night life.

You’ll love the Top 20 approach to search results. The
prices are clear, and you don’t have to click through to a

second page to see photos of the hotel. You also can
click through to see the complete list of hotels. 

Even better, the search remains deal-focused; be-
neath each hotel name you’ll see stats such as, “This
hotel’s price is 64 per cent less than rates at other near-
by, similar hotels” or “This hotel’s price is 21 per cent off
its 45-day historic average.”

Hotelwatchdog search engine rounds up hotel deals
HELP IN THE HOTEL HUNT

Los Angeles Times

I’m all for peace, joy and goodwill this
time of year, but am also fond of the
holiday directive to eat, drink and be
merry. 

For almost 50 years those in search
of yuletide excess have been making
the annual December trek to Salva-
tore’s Italian Gardens in Buffalo to in-
dulge in classic fare such as osso bucco,
puttanesca, lobster bisque, rack of
lamb, and filet mignon — pairing these
delectable dishes with one of the 550
vintages from an 18-page wine menu.

But Salvatore’s award-winning food
isn’t the main feature that attracts pa-
trons this time of year. It’s the over-the-
top Christmas décor, flamboyant as Li-
berace’s boudoir, that’s the main at-
traction. 

A team of 20 spends two weeks
decking every inch of the 300-seat res-
taurant and banquet centre with sever-
al truckloads of tinsel, sparkling lights,
gold garlands and shiny red globes It’s
about as subtle as a Vegas showgirl,
but you can’t help admire the glamour. 

Judging by the number of north-of-
the border license plates in the packed
parking lot, Canadians are drawn to
the place like wise men to Bethlehem. 

Paula Salvatore, the matriarch of the
clan, chooses a different holiday theme

each season and this year it’s based on
the movie “Frozen.” 

Life-size animated mechanical fig-
ures of sisters Anna and Elsa, as well
as the peasant Kristoff and his reindeer
Sven, greet us in the grand lobby. The
snowman Olaf is part of the scene too,
basking under a bright umbrella next
to a Christmas tree festooned with

sand buckets. 
Nutcrackers stand at attention

throughout the restaurant, sparkly
penguins are arranged in a grouping of
silver trees, Santa hats hang from ex-
pansive chandeliers, and a bearded St.
Nick seems to peek around every cor-
ner. Dozens of Christmas trees, heavy
laden with whimsical oversize orna-

ments, blaze bright as paparazzi flash-
bulbs on the red carpet. 

A 15-foot high gingerbread façade
covers the gift shop, topped by Santa
waving from the chimney. There’s even
a big metal mailbox promising direct
delivery to the North Pole.

It’s a kids’ Christmas paradise, ex-
cept there’s barely a child to be seen
among the well dressed crowd. Salva-
tore’s specializes in happy meals for
adults and works hard to ignite a sense
of wonder in even the most jaded of
grownups. 

As befits its Italian heritage, Salva-
tore’s injects a bit of Catholic sentiment
into the secular spangle. Angels are ev-
erywhere. A traditional crèche is out-
fitted with twinkling lights. The piece
de resistance greets us as we make our
way to our table — a kneeling Santa,
his hands clasped in prayer above the
babe in the manger — a godly and
gaudy pairing that seems as apt as surf
and turf in these extravagant sur-
roundings. 

The food is as fine as you’d expect —
the melt-in-your mouth Oxtail ragout
appetizer a stand out. Servings are as
bountiful as the décor and leave us too
stuffed for dessert. After our meal we
sit for a family photo with Santa and
Mrs. Claus (none other than the gra-
cious Mrs. Salvatore herself ). 

As we leave to catch the complimen-
tary shuttle bus back to Salvatore’s
companion hotel up the road, someone
somewhere pushes a button and snow
drifts down on us from the lobby ceil-
ing, baptizing us with artificial magic.
It seems a fitting parting. 

Christmas goes big in Buffalo
Make over-the-top
Salvatore’s your first stop
on a holiday excursion
across the border to
western New York

Salvatore’s
frosted
nutcracker is an
example of the
over-the-top
take the popular
restaurant has on
Christmas.

PHOTOS BY ANNE BOKMAVidler’s, the largest five and dime in the world, with more than 75,000 items in four adjoining 19th century buildings.

ANNE BOKMA

Buffalo continues // G12

Varadero

$699
Meliá Peninsula
Varadero Elegance
Club 4 1/2?
Jan 3, 10
+ $305 txs/fees

Punta Cana

$999
Occidental Grand
Punta Cana
Preference Club 4?
Feb 1
+ $424 txs/fees

Riviera Maya

$1099
Catalonia Yucatan
Beach Resort
& Spa 4?
Feb 28
+ $380 txs/fees

Cancun

$2139
Excellence
Playa
Mujeres 5?
Mar 21
+ $380 txs/fees

Hamilton Departures • 7 nights all inclusive
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While Salvatore’s offers Buffa-
lo’s most elaborate Christmas dé-
cor, there are plenty of other win-
ter themed attractions worth
checking out.

East Aurora offers a unique hol-
iday shopping experience at Vi-
dler’s, the largest five and dime in
the world, with more than 75,000
items in four adjoining 19th century
buildings. 

The cozy Firefly Cupcakes next
door is gussied up in a Grinch
theme complete with a topsy-tur-
vy Christmas tree and a Grinch
cupcake decorated with a pile of

green icing topped by a bright red
candy heart. 

Across the street, the Aurora
movie theatre is showing free clas-
sic Christmas flicks every Satur-
day morning leading up to Christ-
mas. 

For history buffs, there are yule-
tide tours at Graycliff, the lakeside
home that’s the counterpart to the
famous Darwin Martin House
Frank Lloyd Wright designed for
the Buffalo executive in 1926, and
at the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugu-
ral Historical site, one of the only
places outside of Washington,
D.C. where a U.S. president took
the oath of office. 

Sports fans will want to head
over to the (716) bar and eatery
that’s part of the new Harbour-
Center, a $170-million two-storey
complex along the waterfront fi-
nanced by Buffalo Sabres’ owner

Terry Pegula. A 40-foot long bar
top is lit with blue light to replicate
a hockey rink and TV screens are
everywhere — there’s a 38-foot
feature screen above the bar and
more than 70 additional screens,
including a few embedded in the
bathroom mirrors so you won’t
miss a minute of the big game. 

Just up the street a new 35,000
sq. ft. outdoor skating rink is
scheduled to open Dec. 18. 

The area also boosts a new Tim
Hortons featuring memorabilia
that pays tribute to the NHL de-
fenseman who signed with the Sa-
bres in 1972. 

Across the street from the coffee
shop the hockey great is immortal-
ized in a bronze statue. It’s enough
to make a Canadian feel right at
home. 

n

BUFFALO
CHRISTMAS
CONTINUED FROM // G10

Anne Bokma is a travel writer based
in Hamilton.

The (716) bar and eatery that’s part of the new HarbourCenter, a $170-million two-storey complex along the
waterfront financed by Buffalo Sabres’ owner Terry Pegula.

PHOTO BY ANNE BOKMA

For information visit www.celebritycruises.com/canada
To reserve, call your travel agent or call 1-888-776-1155

* Offer valid for departures between Feb. 7 to Apr. 12, 2015. Classic beverage package applies to two guests (21 years and older) per stateroom and includes beers up to $6 per serving; spirits and cocktails up to $8 per servingand wine up to $9 per serving, soda
selections, fresh squeezed and bottled juices, premium coffees and teas and non-premium bottled water. Upgrades to other beverage packages are available for an additional charge plus beverage gratuities. Gratuities applies to two guests per stateroom and provides
for prepaid stateroom attendant, waiter, assistant waiter and head waiter gratuities (amounts based on gratuity guidelines). 3rd and 4th guests receive gratuities and non-alcoholic beverage package which can be upgraded to an alcohol package for a fee. **3rd/4th
guest pricing based on Celebrity Silhouette® Mar. 22, 29, Apr. 12 sailing in an interior to C 1 category stateroom - other categories slightly higher. Max. total baggage allowance of 20 kilos (44 lbs.) per person. Price is in CAD, p.p. based on double occupancy for new
individual bookings, subject to availability and may change at any time and is inclusive of all taxes, fees and port charges. Ports of call vary by itinerary. Prices are based on the lowest minimums available as follows and will vary by sailing: Celebrity Reflection® suites
from $3419 for sailing Apr. 4, verandas from $2099, oceanview staterooms from $1999 and interior staterooms from $1849 for sailings Mar. 21 and Apr. 4. Other categories/occupancy types and sailing dates are available at varying prices. Celebrity Reflection® Eastern
Caribbean Feb. 7, 14, 21, Mar. 7, 21 & Apr. 4 and Western Caribbean Feb, 28, Mar. 14 & 28. Celebrity Silhouette® Eastern Caribbean Feb. 15, Mar. 1, 15, 29 & April 12 and Western Caribbean Feb. 8, 22, Mar. 8, 22 & Apr. 5. This program is not combinable with any other
offers and is not available online. +Based on availability at time of printing. Space is subject to availability and change at time of booking. Please ask for details regarding terms and conditions concerning deposit, final payment and cancellation penalties. Restrictions apply.
Celebrity Cruises reserves the right to correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions and to change or update fares, fees and surcharges at any time without prior notice. © 2014 Celebrity Cruises, Inc. Ship’s Registry: Malta and Ecuador. All Rights Reserved. 11/14 • 5470

That’s modern luxury.SM

UPDATED

• 7 Night Eastern or Western Caribbean cruise aboard
Celebrity Reflection® or Celebrity Silhouette®

• Ports of call include: St. Thomas, St. Maarten, St. Kitts,
San Juan, Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Jamaica and our
private island, Labadee®

• Roundtrip NON-STOP flight from Hamilton, ON
to Miami, FL

• Up to 2 checked bags per traveler*

• Complimentary in-flight meal, beverages, entertainment
and headsets

• Classic Beverage Package during your cruise;
including beer, wine, spirits and more*, approx. value of $789
(3rd and 4th guests each receive a non alcoholic beverage
package and 40 minute Internet package)

• All gratuities and taxes* for your cruise

• Roundtrip ground transfers

Celebrity Cruises Caribbean Vacations It’s All Included.

Exclusive Non-Stop Flights from Hamilton to Miami

Give the Gift of a Celebrity Cruise!
CALL TODAY, Space is selling quickly.
Still available+: Mar. 7, 8, 21, 22, 28, 29, Apr. 4, 5, 12, 2015

Suites from $3,419* / Veranda Staterooms from $2,099*
Oceanview Staterooms from $1999* / Interior Staterooms from $1849*
3rd and 4th guests sharing stateroom from $1689**

Actual plane may differ.

FALLSVIEW CASINO
MID DAY DEPARTURES
$15 Includes Buffet Lunch

A $20 value!

CASINO NIAGARA
WEDNESDAYS & SUNDAYS
$15 Includes Buffet Lunch

A $20 value!

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL

1-800-838-1789
T.I.C.O. #50007535
OMCA Member

HST included on all trips.

Offers shown in Canadian Dollars. Offer has no cash value, is non-cashable and must be played at the slot machine.
One offer per customer per visit. Offer must be used day of visit. Must be 19 or older.Valid Government-issued

photo ID and PAC card required to redeem offer. Offer does not apply to individuals who are self-excluded. Offer is
not transferable, negotiable, or replaceable and is subject to change without notice. Know your limit. Play within it.

www.knowyourlimit.ca

R
00

13
05

04
06

$5 DAILY SERVICE*
Morning and afternoon motor coach departures to
Fallsview Casino. *After $10 Slot Reward Bonus.

www.yourcasinovacations.com
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'SpecTreks' items must be submitted in writing to SpecTreks:
c/o The Hamilton Spectator, 44 Frid St., Hamilton, ON L8N 3G3

fax at 905-522-1696 or e-mail to bmiller@thespec.com
Deadline: 4:00 p.m. Wednesdays
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ENJOY YOUR VACATION, BUT LEAKY
PIPES BACK HOME COULD PUT A REAL
DAMPER ON THAT HOLIDAY.
Be sure the water valve in your house is turned off before you
leave on vacation. Otherwise you may arrive home to a flooded
basement and an expensive water bill!

For other helpful tips visit hamilton.ca/water or call 905-546-CITY.

R0013054791

TICO#1343959

10 NIGHT MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE
GREECE TURKEY & ITALY

The Med on the beautiful NCL Jade, springtime in Europe
Departing Feb 24th , 2015 this vacation includes

Round trip air from Toronto to Rome
10 Night cruise on the Norwegian Jade Feb 25th - March 07th, 2015

All port charges, taxes and transfers

Beginning in Rome, ports of call, at Sea, Olympia, Athens ( Greece) Izmir,
(Turkey) Istanbul overnight, (Turkey) at sea, at sea, Naples back to Rome

For more info call Cathy Roberts at 905-648-8881 or 888-359-3759
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Inside Cat IE $2,254.00 p.p dble occupancy
Balcony Cat BB $2,715.00 p.p dble occupancy
Outside Cat OG $2,395.00 p.p dble occupancy

Ranalli
Travel

TICO#1343959

11 DAY MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE NCL JADE
Departing March 06th, 2015 this vacation includes

Round trip air from Toronto to Rome
11 Day cruise on the Norwegian Jade March 7th -18, 2015

All port charges, taxes and transfers

Beginning in Rome, ports of call, Florence/Pisa, Monte Carlo, Toulon (France)
Barcelona, Valencia, Sardinia, Sicily, Naples back to Rome

For more info call Cathy Roberts at 905-648-8881 or 888-359-3759
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Inside Cat IF $2,385.00 p.p dble occupancy
Balcony Cat BA $2,925.00 p.p dble occupancy

Ranalli
Travel

2 CABINS
ONLY!
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